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Abstract of the Articles

The Prophet's Seerah and Its Sources

Syed Jalaluddin Uman
President Idara Tahqeeq-o- Tasneef-e- Islami
& Amir Jamaat-e-Islami Hind

Maulana Syed Jalaluddin Umarn has been writing on
the subjects related to Seerah. His articles find place in the
quarterly jowrnal Tahgeegat-e-Islami and monthly
Zindgi-e-Nau. Besides, some of his writings have been
published in the form of books and booklets. One of his
voluminous collections of works entitled Awraag-e-Seerat is
soon to be published by Markazi Maktaba Islami Publishers,
New Delhi. The present article is in fact the Foreword the
Maulana has written for that collection of works. He has
introduced the contents of the book therein. Important
incidents of Makkan and Madinan periods, and the teachings
and the message as well as the academic contrbutions of the
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be to him) have been
specifically discussed in these works.

Towards the end of this Foreword it has been
mentioned that the sources of the Prophet's Seerah are the
Qur'an and Hadith and Seerah literatures. However, there 15
need of precaution while benefiting from the Seerah literature,
for it lacks in academic health and dependable and
undependable both kinds of traditions have been collected
therein.

e



124

Role of the Great Negus of Abyssinia
in the Protection and Spread of Islam

Prof. Dr. M. Yasin Mazhar Siddicqui
Ex. Chaiman, Dept. of Islamic Studies,
Aligarh Muslim University, ALIGARH

Mnz_Camp@yahoo.in

Almost all the biographers of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be to him), classical
and modern alike, very judiciously and scholarly discussed the
exemplary role of the great Negus of Abyssinia in providing
shelter for the Muslim immigrants of Makkah in 615-16 CE.
and protecting them in his country from all onslaughts of
tirade, physical persecution, religious criticism and ethnic
prejudices. He had also been praised for his character, vision,
mental prowess, religious tolerance, justice and political
sagacity and liberal rather generous treatment of Arabian
Immigrant Community who were forced to leave their
homeland by their own kith and kin simply because they
wanted to practise their religion as they liked.

In this article some new dimensions of the role and
character of the great Negus have been highlighted: First,
being a tme follower of the real Chrnstiamity and visionary
scholar and intellectual, he openly and courageously declared
to the great unhappiness and disgust of his religious and
political courtiers that the religion brought by the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be to him)
15 not only similar to the religion of Jesus Christ but also final
culmination of the tme religion of Islam; admatting that the
Holy Qui'?n and Real Injeel have emanated from one mishkat,
the only source of divine knowledge and guidance.

Secondly, he approved of the Religion of Muhammad Rasul
Allah and followed it, although his conversion has been doubted or
misintepreted by~ Muslim  and ~ Westem  scholars;  his  conversion  to
Islam s sufficiently illustrated by the facts and traditions.
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Thirdly, the great Negus not only allowed Muslims of
Arabia to practise their religion freely but also punished those
who jeered, mocked, crticised or persecuted the Mushms n
any way, applying law and government machinery for
creating and furthering the religious and ethnic tolerance and
harmony.

Fourthly, he also allowed the Muslim immigrants to
preach their religion peacefully but also protected the
neo-converts of Abyssinian omngin and also allowed
Abyssinian deputations to visit the Holy Prophet at Makkah
and Madinah from 616-629; some of the visitors accepted
Islam at the hands of the Prophet.

Lastly, the great Negus exploited his commercial and
political contacts with a mumber of great leaders of Quraysh
who visited him to seek their Mushim brethren's exile from his
country by convincing them of the gemuneness of Islam and
it5 Last Prophet and at times exhorted them to follow him
sincerely as he himself had done s0. One of the greatest
statesmen and political and military leader of Quraysh Hazrat
Amr b. al -As al-Sahma (RA) was s0 impressed by his
arguments and preaching that he accepted Islam at the hands
of the Great Negus and immediately after he mished to
Madinah to swrrender himself to the Holy Prophet. This was
not the only one example of Negus' preaching. In fact, the
Negus of Abyssinia was an epitome of truth and became as a
Role-Model for Christian leaders and states of modern times.

The Citizenship Issue: Islamic Perspective

Maulana Akhtar Imam Adil Qasmu

Rector Jamia Rabbani, Manorwa Sharif, Samastipur, Bihar
aiadil akhtar@gmail.com

The citizenship 155ue 15 from among the modern 155ues
of the present era. In the modern parlance, citizenship 15 the

particular source of contact between an individual and the

e
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government, on the basis of which he enjoys some nights and
has to fulfil some responsibilities. Some 155ues related to it
need to be discussed in Islamic perspective. For example, if a
foreign Muslim asks a Muslim state for citizenship, is the state
bound to grant him citizenship? In the lght of Islamic
teachings, the answer 15 in the affirmative. Likewise, if the
Muslims living in a country face persecution and wrge a
Mushim state to grant them political refuge, the state ought to
grant acceptance to the plea. However, if their stay in the
Muslim state 15 temporary, they should be granted refugee
status mstead of permanent citizenship. Can Muslims get the
citizenship of a Non-Mwslim state? As for its unlawfulness
and lawfulness, there are two groups of Ulema. In the
prevailing circumstances, the viewpoint of the Ulema who
stand for its lawfulness seems to be proper. Can Non-Muslhims
be granted citizenship in a Muslim state? The answer 15 in the
affirmative. However, i this regard Arabia 15 an exception
for providing permanent citizenship for Non-Mushims 1
prohibited there. This article dwells deep upon these issues in
the light of valid arguments.

The Use of Government Posts and Sources

In the light of Prophetic Teachings

Mz Abdul Muhaimin
Chaiman Dept. of Islamic and Religious & Studies,
University of Haripur (Pakistan)
muhaimin/4@gmail .com

The Holy Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah  be to
him) took many measures to make the society exemplay. One of
them was creation of vposts and  deployment of executives  thereon.
Some of these posts  were aleady thee in Makkah.  The
Messenger  (peace and  blessings of Alllh  be to him) retained them
and created some new ones. While assigning duties, he kept in
view eligibility —of candidates. He used to  issue instuctions to

IFY
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govemment  employees  fom  time to  time.  Some  of  his
instructions  are of  general  nature,  wherein  lies  guidance  for
govemment  employees  besides  other  people. ~ While  on  certain
occasions,  he  directly  addressed  govemment  employees  to  guide
them.  For  example, he  has  enjoined to  follow  brotherhood,
compassion,  halal  (pemissible)  income,  humility,  good  manners
and  keeping  fom  bribery. He tied to ceae a  sense  of
responsibility  in the  employees and  also  subjected  them  to
accountability  from  time to  time.

Ibn Syed Al-Nas and His Seerah Book

Hafiza Sabitha Munir

Scholar, Dept. of Islamic Studies,
University ofthe Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan
hafizasabihammir@gmail .com
Seerah  writing i one of the 'most soughtafier topics in
Islamic ~ studies, which stated in the Ist century of Hijmh. Then,
in the last fourteen centuries, its evolutionary stages came forth in
the form of thousands of books and manuscripts  pertaining  to
different and  diverse  topics. Imam  Tbn  Syed  Al-Nas  holds a  great
standing  among  the  classic  biographers.  His  book  Uyun  al-Athar
is regaded a5 an  important addition to the annals  of  Seermh
witing. It is  distinguished  because of its prominent features  like
mentioning  the date  of historical incidents,  describing  the  various
opinions  about  Seerah incidents and  then, indicating  the  authentic
one. This paper gives an ovewview of the lift of Ibn Syed Al-Nas,
his  teachers  and  academic  confributions,  opinions  of  his
contemporaries on  him, his position in the field of Seemh  writing,
and  his  book Uyun al-Athar.

Maulana Farahi's Commentary of Surah
Al-Feel : A Critical Appraisal

Shaikh Abdur Rahman al-Mu'allimi al-Yemani

Tr.: Dr. Muhammad Razml Islam Nadw
Secretary, Tasneefi Academy, JIH, New Delhi
mmadv i@yahoo.com
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In his commentary of Surah al-Feel Maulana
Hamiduddin Farahi (1863-1930 C.E.) presented his point of
view that the Makkans had countered with valour the Yemeni
king Abraha and rained stones on his army when the latter had
come to Makkah with a view to demolish Ka'aba; and Allah
the Exalted too inflicted them with a great tempest whereby
the entire army was annihilated. Later on, Allah the Exalted
sent birds to feed upon their corpses. This pomnt of view ran
contrary to the majority of Ummah. This is why many Ulama
have discarded it. Discarding this point of view, a book by a
Yemani scholar Shaikh Abdur Rahman tbn Yahya al-Mu'allimi
(1895-1966), who rendered his services to Damatul Maanf
al-Osmania Hyderabad, has been published recently. In this
book he has proved that the Makkans had not fought with
Abraha, and the birds were sent to rain down pebbles thereon,
not to feed upon their corpses. In this regard, he has argued on
thebases of both traditions and the Arab literature. This article
presents an abridged translation of this book.

BOOK REVIEWS

1. Maliyaati Nizam ka Qiyvam  (Establishment of
Monetary System) Hafiz Mahmood Akhtar; 2013;
Pages: 276, Price Pk 400/-

Reviewed by Mohammad Razml Islam Nadvi

2. Iifan-e Shibli (Essays about Academic Contrbutions
of Allama Shibl)) Maulana Kaleem Sifat Islahi ; 2014,
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